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2 Cor. 2. 11. 


Left Satan ſhould get an advantage of us : 
for we are not ignorant of bie devices. 


Here can be no greater evidence of the 
weakneſs and degeneracy of the human 
Underſtanding , than that the Minds of 

Men are fo eaſily impos'd upon , in Matters of 
the greateſt moment , and that with ſhews and 
phanraftick Images of things, and fuffer them- 
lves to be led aſide by htle Arts of Ma 

A 2 : and 


and Infinuation into paths immediate! 
Rive both of-cheir: Nature and+ their Happineſs 
y their reſpe& ro 'the+ petty: affairs of theipre- 
ſenr ſtate, by the Ratdard of Ecernity , Rad 
the regard they bear co what unqueſtionably are 
our higheſt Intereſts, che concernments of ano- 
ther: World. - We'are:wone with a-very quick 
| gacity to eſpy and\decline a preſent evil, and 
with great ſollicitude to countermine the ſubrilties 
of an Adverſary that makes an atremprtupon our 
Lives or Fortunes; and yet inthe mean time can 
be ſupine and careleſs in the midſt of Enemies , 
whoſe \deſigns reach beyond the preſent Life , 
and ſecurely walk over ſnares that are laid to 
ruin us forever. | 
Being therefore placed in fuch dangerous and 
unhappy -circumſtances, nothing can be more 
prudent and reaſonable , than that we- ſhould 
dwell at home, and keepour aftive-and diſcer- 
' ning Faculties wakeful and vigilant, leſt Satan 
ſhould get an advantage of us: for we are net ignorant | 
.of his devices. REF 7 
- - Thar there is a Fraternity and Combination.of 
wicked ' and- apoſtate 'Powers, ſpread. up:: and 
down the World, which envy s happineſs of 
Mankind , and. ſeek by all. imaginable ways to 
undo them, is not only a Truth which the Holy 
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; tells us) one of their : moſt ancient Traditions, that there 
were wicked and- malignant Damons , that. envied good 
men , | oppoſed-:their -attions , und ſtrove to hinder them 
in the purſuit of Virtue ,- left contining firm: \and ſted- 
faſt. in a good courſe, Prat jr after death be. more 
bappy than themſelves : And elſewhere he tells us, 


'rwas: the afertion of: Xenocrates , that: the whole De 154. & 


furly 6 fray which hu im domg. ſe"; 
and never reſt till they have compaſſed their deſigns. A 
character: that: agrees exactly with the- account 
which the Divine Oracles give us of theſe envious 
and malicious Spirics', that 'they- walk: to: and fro 
throughout the earth, and go .up and. down from 
place to. place , ſeeking reft , but finding none , the 
chief of whom is the Prince of the Power. of the 
- Air, the Spirit that worketh im the children of diſobe+ 
dience , 5 evriduas , the Nature that's oppolite to all 
Vircue and Goodneſs , the adverſary the-Devil , who 
86.'4; roaring. Lion walks about ,, ſeeking whom be may - 
. devour ; an __ - wen ct y force coy 
- effects by ſubcilry , planting ſnares in every place , 

G—_ the ris is-aks captive by ps at his 


Now 


poſlibly be unuſeful co enquire into, and examin 
ſome of the magni a omg a. ara 
of temptation , wt | great. Enemy 
Souls # wont to blew tp Mens reſolutions for | 
Religion and a holy Life , for I cakeit for granted, 
that moſt Men at one time or another entertain 
ſerious thoughts _— theſe An 
reſolutions ps might ripen-into a kindly an 
nerous mg is not ſtifled by the early 
Wks and policies of the Tempter, whole de- 
vices are varions and infinite; amongſt» which , 
theſe four or fivel conceive may principally chal- 
lenge our conſideration ; a ſecretdisbelief of ' the 
nul of things, unjuſt repreſentations of Reli- 
gion, a placing all'Religion in a' few empry and 
external preteniions to piety and holineſs , a com- 
pliance with fuch Vices as have a ſhadow and 
reſemblance of Virtue , and the powerful influ- 
ence of prevalent Examples. By which, amongſt 
many others, Mens religious purpoſes are ſtruck 
dead, at won ] _ 4 their Endea- 
voursistaken all our-periwaſtves toPiery 
——_ are rendered improſperous and unſfuc- 
I. And firſt, Men are too often carried off 


from 


; important matters, whereby. they. ar 
_ de Fs pepares tg yp" che Jo 3nd 


che affaulc wich adventyxe , ) Gad - 
not faid ſo, En be FE He had 
threatened; by which means he unſettled their 
Belief of the Divine Truch and Veracity., Sod 
having blown up this Fort, quickly made a breac 
for the whole, [emptatign to, enter in. The farlt 
approaches of implety are modeſt and baſhful, 
mon do- not gp commence Arheiſts at one 
, but luffer themſelves firſt to be entangled 
ome nice ſceptical diſfatisfaRions , wt pi 
ms row up into.a more ſtubborn and _ 
iv And then how ordinary is it to hear 
ſuch Men, more.than whiſper their Sentiments 
ro this effect ; that all Religion is bur a trick of 
Art ; a notion ſtarted by the fears of Men, hatch'd 
ar-fult by. ſome jealous Mind, or contrived by 
ſamecr 2 on to keep the Worldin peace 
and.arder ; thar-the exiſtence of a ſupreme Reing 
is bur a dreadful and melancholy fancy , and: the 
inviſible cexrours of another World bur is ainted 
ames , 
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flames, kindled in the warm brain of forhe*de- 
vout and pious Preacher ; that afuture ſtate is bur 
| a precarious notion, and 'that there is no teafori 
to believe what is at ſo vaſt a diſtance from us, 
that Good and Evil are but titular and: imaginary 
D Larrt.l. things, founded only ws «a ik (as Pyrrbo the 
2, p Sceptic affirmed of old)-in cuſtom and haman 
670. conſtitutions, The Author of the Book of Wiſdom 
ficly expreſſes the inward ſenſe of theſe Men , 
when he brings them in thus venting of their 
Wild. 2. 1, minds: Our life is ſhort and tedious , and'in the death 
at of .a man there is no remedy , neither was there any man 
wn to have returned from the grave ; for we are born 
at all adventare , and we ſhall be hereafter as if we bad 
never been : for the breath in our noſtrils is as ſmoke , 
and alittle ſpark in the moving of our heart ,- which be- 
ing extinguiſhed, our body ſhall be turned into aſhes , 
and ſpirit ſhall vaniſh as the ſoft air ; and onr name 
ſhall be forgotten in time , and no man ſhall have our 
works in remembrance ; for our time is a cvery ſhadow that 
paſſeth away , and after our end there is no returning , 

for it is faſt ſealed , ſo that no man comes again. | 
This certainly is that yywrrldu; Jvxh,, which the 
Son of Syrach ſpeaks of , that bold daring temper , 
that makes light of whatever is ſacred, and in- 
ſolently affronts Omniporence it felf. And when 
once Men have come thus far , rotrample Reli- 
gion under foot, they clap their wings , C* nos 
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= "Mankind belides thwrnſblyes 
nk ne it . reverence and veneration,” the 
object- of their {corn laughter , and che ſpore 
of--2 wanton and} 2 feurrilous wit. ''*From pk 
Principles +as*theſe what can be expeted;” bur 
the height *of/ looſeneſs and extravagance; a. 
char-Mens Lives ſhould be anſwerable to their 
Creed. 2 And- — the ſame Author repre” 
ſents. them by a natural enough, 
at this rate in o- very m—_ that follow:: Come 
on _ , tet s- the good things that are pre* 
[diy i us ſpeedily the creatures'#s in'youth - let "uu 
wk Hon coſtly {opt and ointments', andilet no 
wer of the: ſpring by us :* let none-of us 90 with- 
frver pave of -voluo noufneſs., Lots 
joyful in-every-place;; for - this is our portion and ou 
' Let us-oppreſs the poor righteous . man';-let' 115 *nbt 
F -b the widow, nar reverence the ancient gray hairs of 
the' aged, let our ſtrength be the law of Juſtice ; let us 
lye. in Wait--for -the righteous, and examm bim* with 
' deceitfulneſs and torture ,-that we-may know his meekneſs, 
and prove bus. patience , .and let us 4 cont him with a 
| ſhameful death. Theſe things ({ays*he) they- did ima- 
gm, - and as for the myſteries of God they knew them not, 
"neither hoped they-for the ways of as ih diſcer- 
ned a'reward for lameleſs ſouls. Such 
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Creed. The folly and -blordnes whereof ral 
not endeayour to expole, themſelves would gor 
be content that they ſhould be purkued to their. 
proper iſſues. For were Conlgence once. dif: 
charged from the qbligacions : Boligion, they 
could not. reaſonably ho! one minute 
ſecure and. undiſturbed in their (ORAL) Pleaſures- 
and Poſſcſons, but that the longeſt Sword and the 
ſtrangeſt Atm would: ſoon pur ina claim for the - 
biggeſt ſhare. Indeed I am loch co think fo ill 

uman Nacure , as to believe, howeyer the 
rem may ſucceed with a few,thacany conl1- 
derable © Of Mi Ihe el oe 
black a charge. There is a natural ſenſe of God. 

impreſſed upon the Minds of Men, Principles 
I and bred up with us, and which freely bear 
witneſs to God and GoodneG, which may tor. 
a.time be. ſuppreſſed and laid a .» bur can. 
hardly.by any arcs be ſo choaked and Rifled , bur 
that upon every occaſion this vital Principle will 
awake., tac up and berray ic ſelf. When there- 


fore befaalA nds was: >-0jF'? weak to - 
| en the of Mankind, 
open Fave 4: them off from en- 


Wing ina ſober and a viruous courſe and that is 
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: > untovely mpegs.” ok wel fron the 
2mbraces of ic : When he cannoc prevail with 
Mencodoubr of checruth, he will perſwade they 
5 pittca the goudark 2nd equity of Religion: 


And a twofold artifice is commonly made ule of, 


co prejudice Religion in che Minds of Men, that 
ics reſtrainrs arc unjult and unreaſonable 
haps mgmt Oo pon rant 
Fj / Religion is | is» ae; 
Incroachraent upon the hatin Right and Pri- 
viledges of Mankind, as laying unjuſt and un- 
reaſonable reftrainrs upon Men, ſuch as enflave 
Td dais, of Hits capijine tn good , but we 
mult ceaſe to be Men , nor embrace Religion , 
but we ' maſt put off humanity ; rhac certainly 
God never intended His Laws ſhould be an op- 
1 and a torment toMankind, nor ever gave 
chem ſuch vaſt appetites and defires , or furnifhe 
the Creation ſuch variety of $-marmre Soong 
grateful Objeas, m to tantalize their dehires , 
that it's in vain to Rk of Herders and liberty , 
.when we are bound up by the Laws of Juftice 
and Rig eonſnels , thar we mult-not exert our 
power , though never {o:convenient an advan- 
rage be offexed ro greacen and enrich'our ſelves; 
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when we . 10t ſe: | \ £ .* 
with thoſe [pleaſures , that are 


fenſes and our apperites , but Religio z 


ſe, with the precepts of Sobriety and Chaſftiry, 
Cemorhine 2nd Maderaibo , to: reaper nc 
jtventupeus.: 1 5 PT Goon 6 

. Bur if this Temptation fignifie any thing, «ic 
pleads for an univerlal exemptionfrom all Laws, 
there being no. Law: without a-reftraim, and then 
what becomes of Obedience :to-natural Parents or 
civil Powers? what of: our: Obligations ro God 
as our great Parent and-Benefa&or? The Laws 
of: our Creatute-ſhip and 'dependance- do nece(- 
farily ad indifpentbly ſubje& -us to God-as our 
Creator, and we: can'as ſoon ceaſe robe Crea- 
' tures , as become independent : 'And-if any re- 
ſtraincs be neceffary and allowable , what can be 
more fit and comely-, - thar:thoſe which Religion 
lays upon'us? ſo proper and agreeable to our 
Natures, ſo conducive to: our-Intereſt , -fo neceſ(- 
fary to the Peace and Happineſs of: the World , 
that were they. generally thrown. off, parcicular 
Perſons and publick: Societies: wonld be imme- 
' diately hurried: into diſorder: and: 2 Chaos, and 
| Mankind become-like a Forreft-of wild Beaſts, 
_ equally ſavage; and>mumally deſtrutive of one 
another. Nor are we debarred any delights and 
ſacisfations, . but. what are vicious and irregular , 
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' diſhonourable and deſtructive to our. Natures , 
and a diſparagement both to our Religion and 
ourReaſon, and the abſtaining from ahinhloen 
immediately conduce co make us happy. Bur it's 
neprolemed © ba nth TE 

| Secondly, to the diſadvantage of Religion , 
that the Precepts of it. are. diffcule if not im- 
poſlible ; that 1t binds ..upon us heavy burthens and 

rievous to be born, and what it commands: is an 
hard ſaying , and who cait bear it 7 eſpecially in our 
fallen and degenerate ſtate; which has laid us 
under {ſo ————— and impotency , that 
conſidering the neceſlary and. meeaidell infir- 
mities of. our Nature, *tis: no great wonder if .we 
do ſlipand fall; when we cannot-reftifie whar is 
crooked, nor haye ſtrength enough to bear up 
againſt the _—_ comes my onus. Can 
the Leopard change his. [pots *. or : 10P1an Wa 
white - «kin? If God 47 a we ſhould 54 
an innocent and fpotlels lite, why did He not 
reform and mend the. Faculties. of: the Soul, .or 
render it iricapable: ro prevaricate and fin againſt 
Him ? Nay but, 0-man ! who art. thou; that replieſt 
againſt God * Shall the thing formed ſay to him. that: 


ormed-it , why haſt thou made me thus *. God made man» 
apright , and himſelf fought out many mventions. Nor 
even in the preſent ſtate wherein we are, does: 
God require any thing of. us that is impoſlible. 


Hs Law « bly, ted; He nl I 
tnd bis burthen TE commandements FIT. 
vorsbut chat whoever i born of God overcomes the world. 
He is not wanting © render our Duty ealte to us ; 
He encourages our hopes with the promiſes of an 
infinite reward , ad be the threatenings of a 
future and intolerable vengeance , awakens our 
fears to a due care and _ He aſliſts our 
infirmities with a ſtrength portionable to var 
weakneſs, and the ies eg our ſtate, '{o 
_ ſp 4 .the qe wn that aſſaule us be 
—_— r is be that is inws, 
" _— Mw} Las Fine, roma 
. of God arc an unconquerable Pri 
-no'icommand canbe roo hard-orheavy , aa theſe 
God is always ready to afford , andnever with- 
- draws from any , *all by a long train and courſe 
.of i , and many wilful and oobſtinace refu- 
Aals, | have forfeitedthe aids of Divine Grace, 
and rendered themſelves unworthy of ic. Be- 
fides that, there ;are few difficulties in Religion, 
. bur what our ovwn{olly have made tobeſo., and 
thoſe that are., as 'tis im all Arts and Infliturions - 
purple —— ne broken and 
.CONqUE e main nes of a Religious. 
Life are overcome, and'ev - opnbs wm 
: becomes more fore and Jef 
HI. Another artifice, by which Satan'is wont 
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& real. piety and a good life 
ping Men to place all Religion in 2 few empry 
and external pretenſions to. piety and holineſs, 
devoid of che inward lifeand ſpiric of Religion, 
 Somekind of Religion molt Men are for, in fpite 
of all the projets and deſigns of Hell , which 
becauſe Satan cannor hinder , he'll cake care ic. 
ſhall be ſuch , as ſhall do them little good; and - 
Men are forward enough to comply with char , . 
which bids faireſt to carry them to Heayen upan 
the cheapeſt terms. And hence iris, that inſteaq- 
of a ſincere and ſubſtantia] piety, an inward ſyb-. 
jection of the Soul to God,, and a confarmiry of « 
her Lito the is cya Te and Good | 
neſs, tl erally take-up ina looſe profeſſion, , 
in a few lighey ob Sattar and fan. 4 for- 
malities of Devotion. This is too ſadly viſible - 
among. the ſeveral pretending parties to-Religion - 
in the-World. Some there are, whole beſt cile .- 
to Religion , is the accommodating themlelyes to - 
ſome particular mode of. adminiſtration, that -- 
they have joyned themlelves to this Mans Church, . 
or that # i Congregation, and are warm and : 
 adtive to eſpoule and promote the Intereſts. of 2 - 
| Little Tribe -or. FaRtion,.. Others ſpend cheir zeal * 
for the Orthodoxy of their private and: particular 
Notions and Opinions , regardleſs at- the fame + 
time. of, Love::and Charity, the - good: of the : 
Church, : 
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peace of the. World, without - 
which all our clamour is bur a blind and.,incema- 
rare zeal, 'a bitter and unwarrantable pallion;, 
conſecrated: by a more venerable Name. There 
are, that pleaſe themſelyes with the number and 
frequency of cheir Devotions, . pray: much., and 
hear often, and ſo far'cis well ; but chen never 
regard with what honeſty of mind , and ſprightly 
vivacicy of affe&tion, their Incenſe 1s offered, up*, 
ay poſſibly reckon into the ay that, the 
cont diſcharge of theſe ſhall redeem their 
credit with "Heaven , for all the miſcarriages of 
their lives. The Scribes and Phariſes , above all 
che:Sedts in the Jewiſh Church , entitled them- 
ſelves"to the 'higheſt ſtriftneſles and ſeverities of: 
Religion , faſted ar every turn, gave.alms twice 
a week, prayed in every corner of the ſtreets , 
and ſome of them did almoſt nothing elſe; bur 
pray; and yet pong, od and demure pretenders, 
-made uſe of theſe only as a cloak ro-cover their. 
.malice and4ll nature, their rapine and violence, 
and the greateſt villany and oppreſſion ;. they 
prayed to God, and art the ſame time robbed the 
Orphan and devoured Widows houſes , tythed mint, anniſe, 
andcummin , and.neglefed judement, mercy , and fide- 
delity , the greater and weightier matters of the Law, 
How great a part of the Chriftian World is 
trained up in meer outward forms and ritual 
£ | ſervices, 
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miances, is 'too notorious to inſiſt upon. When 
tho train'of af onnpo nodes be reckoned 
to conliſt in 2 few bodily exerciſes, and corporal 
ſevericies, in numbering over a ſer of prayers, 
which the Vorary i be does neither mind, 
nor 'is capable 2 IL Vhea ons aftot 
_— an eaſie -or a trifling pennance , 

th ore confeſion, and Ry ſhall 'be 
r t enough, even in article of death , to 
wo Mie x Hes of Glregian, io dah, 20 
is happineſs in anonur world. vu 
alas | 1s the 


nr 'tis attended with a and 

Hr. Taker rmation; and without this, renchou- 
plain ike mere rec 
MRS ike oo en 


_ habe 3 ane? or tenthuſands of Roof 


deth require of thee , to do ji 
mercy , auto wal ently nh 
this: Kegn van ward ad 4 i Prince 
a conftanc ſpring of uniform and entire Obe- 
dience, ahve hs _ in forms /and ſhews, _ 
ſubcilties and , in Schemes of ſpeech 
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Lires , in being meek and humble , compallionate 


Mat..7. 21. 


Mleo, by: 


6 black a marure., ape yoann 3 pole 


keing of a Sor Pany, pong IE, in 

a. grear love to God ,, and a. veneration-of his 
Perſe&tions;, a dread of. -his Power ,. 20d a reve- 
rence for his Laws, in the ation. of .our 
, and the of. our irregular de- 


i primas = a _ righteous : ; It.is not an 
art my ſpeaking finely., but of living well., Nor 
— faxeth, Lok, Lord , ſhall exter into the 
ingdom of Heaven, but. he that doth the Withof my 
Ro in Heaven : "T's the participation. of 
A ” Diviee Nacure, _ a conformity to the Image 
of: God, the keepi #. conſcience | void. of. offence , 
both-tawards God gore And whoever takes 
up ſhore: of this; fixs down in-the. porch, and 
contenss; himſelf with. 2 name. t0 live-, and: may 


have Religionen romake himan Hypoecrie, 
butnoc-tmly mew him co. be Cay; 7g 


The Kingdom of God is not meats and drinks. , it is noc 
robe cxact and. clricus,, as the Jews were, abour 


abundance af little obſervances,. and ritual. de- 
ry the neg, and ce, «nd. jay. n the 
IV< Fourthly , "Satcx: 090: obs. proves 

moor Vogee.: ws 


and crakry Spiriz knows very, well, chacfla is of 
cially -| 


Cn eo 


cially wich Forage © luber'n and ery nee 
of Men, in ies own naked ſhape; atid therefore 
drefles it up ina bener garb; and callvitby ino- 
ther name. - Few Men b! - would recoil andſtarr 
at a down-righe fto mitder, but wherr 
tis whertted by revenge , and ſet off as the main- 
raining *our reputarion and out honouf',” Jt goe 
down readily without" contro. ' Caiphas*tis/like 
had no perſonal pique and quarrel ar our bleſſed 
Saviour, when he #dviſed- che” Sarbedrim to out: 
hinroff; bur he did it under ju ge notion 
of a common good , and the publick of 
the Nation.” How came Satan to actnate St. Pant 
with a ſpirit of ſo much birterneſs and animie 4 
ſuch 2 furious and paſſionate ſpleen , againſt the 
rimitive Believers, but only that he pefiwaded 
im, that the Glory: of 'God ,” and the” Honour 
of his Religion, didſo deeply” ye acrflake? Whar 
makes Avyarice ſpread fo far , and oondijerirmy th 
otherwiſe high pretenders to Relisio » Hue be- 
cauſe ir affames to ir'felf the plan t of 
a landable diligence” and frugality ; "and a coth- 
mendable care'to make proviſion &oe's our” ſelves 
and families, warranted and- enj6ytied by* the 
Laws of Nature and Religion 2: And under the 
ſhadow of this, che Temprer leads Met itito al 
the: extrayagant irregularities, "inco”” which- 
greedy and rapacious'M ' capa n_ 


Rt 


ry wor qr, es rg 
of neamneſs- and -gentiliry , and 45 ung-of 
our ſelves accordi SOIT INE 
Many a ld never be berrayed inte 

necks of rad mp Acorn 


a nar piece © good 
and--ſociety- And thus: Satan very 
leads Men into works of darkneſs, by app aring ro 
them as an Angel of light , and puts 154em- 
prations under 'the- Hh. . either of whar is vir- 
tuous ,: or at leaſt what is uſeful and lawful tO, 
then... 

V.. I Ghall mention but one are and draragtin 
more, whereby 'this (great' Enemy recommends | 
his- temptations with advantage to us;; and that 
is, by improving the influence of powerful and 
prevalens Examples. Mankind is of a. fociable 


I i eafily drawn afide with the. 

- ,Soecaly y yh « makid — 'be- 
cauſe of corrupt Nature runs that way. 
We-are apt to look upon.it as ſame kind of ſhet: 
ter -and patronage ,'to fin. in company , where 
every one bears his thare- 7 Hey 2. Prion 
and. ſo: it ſeems. leſs by. divided , like a. 

great Stream that is cut into li e Rivulecs. - Ex- 
ng: 6g} erpanndt, and one of Satan's 


 moſt- 


At rite-, pr one" apes, 
rel; "—_ run with them inte the, ſame. exceff 


"riot, + 

Sadeks Fans the tempeation is ſomuch the 
ſtronger, by how much thole whom. we follow, 
are perſons for whom we have a more peculiar 
NO -veneration,, or by whom. we have. 
; as Gur BenefaQors. ., We have a. 
_ SD and reverence for our betters, and- 
are: lure to: imitate. them- by an: imnplicic Baich. 
The vulgar. _ of Mankind look upen ;their 
Superiours that.:2s they ftand under higher and. 
ſtronger obligations on a acting, ſo they 

niſhed with happier advantages of. under- 
ſanding the true nacures and differences of things, 
os oches Men, and accordingly - from. them. 
ro- take the: common. meaſuses-of good. 

nh to defend themſelyes with the warrant 
pat authority of thoſe that are above them. 'The. 
Examples of -Great Men- give Laws to conver-- 
ation ,., 


£16 


23 : 4. - 


ation, and: are able-:ts add'a'repurition cither 
to Vice or Virtue, and one ſuch inftance ſhall 
ſooner prevail with Men'to ſet upon thoſe things 
that are juſt ani pure , lovely and of good report”, than 
an hundred arguments ſhall perſwade them:*'As, 
on the other hatid ; Vice is never more fatally 
proſperous and: ſucceſsful, than when'it has the 
patronage of great Examplesto recommend it. 
"By theſe: few Inſtances , we ſee*the Jor'and 
portion 'of the ' preſent ſtare, what" ſnares and 
ſtratagems , what: policies and devices, we are 
aipeb'ts on every"fide, what troops of tem- 
ptations are round abour' us; . that therefore it 
concerns us to ſtand continually-upon our guard , 
tro keep our conſiderations awake, to preferve 
our-conſciences quick and tender ; to be infinitely 
watchful , rhat our foot be not taken in any 'of 
thoſe ſnares, thar are py laid" ro rain us ; 
not only in 'chis, bue (which is unconceivably 
of more-importance) in the other life. For a 
courſe of impiery, has not only a faral and ma- 
lgnant influence upon the affairs of the preſent 
ſtare, it does noronly tend to conſume the eſtate, 
or blaſt the reputation, or waſte the body, 
diſtract and torment the mind, and render every 
condition troubleſome and uneafie, theſe; alas ! 
are but the beginning of ſorrows, in refſpe& of that 
portion- of miſery , that awaits the Smner ok 
ture 


y . CE *. «. -- bois "OT WS REPEL: nds a $1. ; "51 PETS < Sg 
4 RESE p - ISO Yn nts 7 Is 42 | x OR Tie bok bi © LR EE ” WW. [ 
- 4 . 4 ” F SIJJ 35" _—_ - ” Vf + = 
ve: ot. - Op F * b:. - * 4 £2» - * Se 4 ag "& 
> < , , Y 
AS »' MF 
1 F 


TE q FW 1 Roo + x 
: ;- fo To So At 7 BG Abe bye. I CLIENT. OP OS PIVTA- 2 os Det - - 
+ - LM 26 — a S501 EIS fy OE Ep OE rnb e N37 CEOS L 2 :3 CEOs pt DID 
. EG nook h att Bk 2; £4 * © Ny \ YE De 6 ? yy y FIC 1 IT 
Ws hs a EEE ® ONO 
* 


_ future ſtare, when 4he wrath: and diſpleaſure of 
the: Almighty ſhall finally overtake him, and 
come. upon him to the uttermoſt.- For the other World 
is the proper ſcene. and ſtage, whereon the Divine 
Juſtice ſhall ride in triumph in the executions: of 
bd ggrght ; _ Canons vo be. let 
loole wi ts ftings, and. perpetually p 
upon it ſelf; when eb wigs mat of # Fd 
ſpear life , and the ſad refleQtions upon its paſt 
4-4 and pleaſures, ſhall be always prefling in 
upon it , and the Soul unable cither to deny or 
ſhift off che evidence ; when nothing ſhall. be 
able to mitigate the grief, or to beguile the (enſe 
of it ; when there thall be. ng rayiſhing objects, 
external pleaſures, no muſical Airs, or boon 
— Companions,. to.charm-Conſcience alleepagain, 
no intermicting firs of eaſe, bur che Soul groaning, 
under perpetual paroxyims of rage and.ferrour, 
The conſideration whereof, t toallarm 
our fears, that ib there be any care of our ſelves , 
any ſerious regards of: our eternal ſtare , wemay 
be wile in time, before it be rm ; ; _— | 
ves out of the ſnare of the Devil, and become /ober 
jm cauſe uo adyerſary.:goes abont, ſeeking. 
whom he may devour. "Tis nocomtemptrible Enemy: 
that we have to deal with, nor the lefs to: be: 
feared | becauſe inviſible ,. nay 'tis- this . renders. 
him moxe capable of fucceeding /in-his.accempes: 
upotk 
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5 Cod. : 


Bell. 


and more ſecret intercourſe with the Spirits -of 


approaches , and ſtorms the walls before we are 


o 


aware : He is admirably acute and ſubtil, co planc 


_ his _ to make his barceries in the weakeſt 


e narrowly obſerves our tempers and con- 
icutions, 'our fears and ſcruples , our. diſpoſi- 
tions and-inclinations , and accordingly adapts his 
temptations to us with molt ſucceſs, Ht cujuſque 
ex tate flagrabat, as the Hiſtorian re- 


So a6 je marques concerning the Arts of Catalin, in every 


. Jam. 1. 24 cowards them : Every man % t 


lenc', and how aptwe are to be 
appetires and paſhons. All Kava, Objects 


period of life he furniſhes Men with what is mo 
agreeable ro-cheir age and temper. 
But, alas! though Men had no foreign Enemy 
make war upon them , though 
he { Temper to ſeduce them, 
there is an Enemy within their own breaſts, that 


Hays trains to ruin them; their own corrupt and 


vicious inclinarions ſet open the door , 

them forth to meet the temptation thar's coming 

drawn afide of bis own luſt , and enticed. Herein lyes 

Satans great advantage , he knows our ftrengrh is 

ſmall, our propenſions to fin iy CR nd vyio- 
yed by our 


> 


- 


the worlthe carts OADY pr It and eta” 6 
to watch advantages , and adm «ſuitable 
follicirations , bur canitior compel” us to entertain 
them.” No Man' &s- undone, bur himſelf is che 
cauſe oh't, he that would nor, cannot” be*over- 
come , rovided he keep bis refolations fix'd 
and - This is the true way of conqueſt 
and 'viftory over Satatt, re) 
will ot you you; if we do bu make good our 
ground, his temprations will vany and” dif- 


EN us then treaſure up in our Minds . reat 
fenſe of God and of -our ſelves, let us fuffer Con- 
ſcience freely to diſcharge irs city, , and þbave our 
| ſenſes exerciſed to diſcern aber good and evil. Ler 
us reverence the greatneſs 7 nobility of our 
Natures, which are of a more Divine ftame and 
temper, than to be proftiruted and defiled. There's - 
ao real Evil in this World but Sin, other things 
may be evil to us, bur thar's evil in it fe 
There's an eternal and uinalterable Ifoemicy i in 
is nature, which no plauſible p prerences can wipe 
off : As Virtue and Goodneſs are in themſelves 
lovely and excellent, ſo Wickednels is effentially 
vile and baſe. D Let - 


* the Dewl, and Ie Jum £7 


Prov. 2 3.. 


phos pln xy rarer | 
eye thei uemoſt ery, hw voll go 
Ca Pg oa ect tis, ao. wonder if be 


cempt further than be. ought... Whar- 
wy lab ay may nat be expedient, eſpecially 
when tis: rg No ah unto excels. Se: 
eurity 1s qus and unfaithful where '10- 


immediate danger is apprehended, care is uſuall: 
laid alide,, and hes. degenerareginto. "<henrve 
nels: Bleſſed -i be hs feaxeth. always ,. that: chuſes _ 
rather toſit down ſhort , and to deny himſelf in 
ſome warrancable arisfaQions, than preſurge to 
venture to . the. end of his line. *Tis hard to 
diftioguiſh.che urmoſt bounds, and the nice limics. 
dT——y, ood and. evil., and therefare ſafeſt to 
keep. wi what's evidently fic and lawfiil. 
When. how. ſueſt 80, eat with. « Rule (fays the Wiſe 
Man): put « knife to thy throat, if thaw bo a man-given to 

petite ; that 1s, be exceeding wary-,, and govern. 

ine appetite. by the ſevereſt meaſures ok ſobriery, 
becauſe. exceſs, -ar. ſuch.a;time, is much readier- 


to. ” re us,, than when a. tenaptarion to. in- 


4s $9" Wh is wich open face preſented:to'us, . 
Os ſhould a review! our lives, and 


call - ©; 
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afo our atiins © to 2 + Evie and 
emination , thar we ma dow whari heir 
tion, and whae will-be "hs quence un] the 

Mue of them ; and” dar if Sa Satan have among ne 

in a upgeſtion in diſguiſe , we ma E 

vizor,, and refenc-it mn its own 5g oe 

And this account ſhould be taken, as near as may 

be, upon the doing of every ation, or as foon as 

ever the thoughts are freed from rhe prefentin- 
cumbrances that are'u on then. 'TheP ans Vid.xqor.w. 
were taught , thrice ro call themſelves © 1 &© 
co an account for the a&tions of the mantra ng | 
and. Sextins, the Philoſopher, never uſed 0 I UPOK 
to bed, 'rill he had firſt reafoned and expoſtulat &d p. #7. © 
with himſelf, What evil habit have 1- cured to day 

her ate Ire * wherein an beer tht 

] was e certainty, wou ahs 
accuſtom themſelves more to this excellenr' courſe, 

chey would quickly find adouble advantage flow 

from it; char repencance, and rhe reforming of 

our lives, would be infinicely more eafie and 
colerable , and that our minds would be trained 

up to a greater watineſs and circumfpedtion 

and to. keep a more ſtrict and ſevere hand over 

onr own liyes and attions: Nothing being more. 
inftrumencal co reſtrain impie rs pro- 

mote” virtue he Atato | driti the 


actions. 
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Aur.. Carm. 


3 
is 2 


| hold for Saten to faſten his Engins and Deligns 


the afliſtance of God's Grace and Spirit, a ſupply 
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(as Hierocles expreſſes it) befare: the Tribunal '6f 
Conſcience, and. to paſs a juſtand an unbyaſled 
ſentence upon our ſelves. - ' MES SEV 
This method ance eſtabliſhed , wauld. weaken 
che power of vicious habits ,- and wichdraw the 
a6 cs 'enflames the fire, *twould ruin the 


| are commonly betrayed by thoſe of their own 


houſe, the Enemy maintains correſpondence 

with their inordinate appetites and inclinations , 

and by them ſurpriſes and pulls them down. 

ts regis paſſion ſubdued and mortified , 
mad 


reach made up in the Soul, and leaves leſs 


upon it. "Bur above all we muſt follicit Heaven, 
that God would enable us to defeat and diſfap- 
point the plots and ſubtilties of the 'Temprer :- 

atch and pray, that ye enter not into'tempration: 
Our Lord has made ir: part of our daily addreſs 
to Heaven, that God would not lead, that is, not 
ſuffer us to be lead into temptation, but deliver. us 
«nd 75 wougs,, from the pawer and: prevalency of 
the Devil. He is too: hard for us in our own 
ſtrength ,- but God has ſaid, His Grace: ſhall be 
ſofficeent for us. IF we be ſincere and hearty. in 


our ſtriving, we have an inviſible aid ar hand 


I 


ae x yore, 


with. me in my Throne , even 4s T1 al overcame , and 
am: ſet down with "wy Father m bu. Throne. The 
Wiſe and Good God does not oblige us to eternal 
labours, to, grapple with endleſs difficultics and 
oppolitions , there is a term and period fix'd to 
our Rn warfare, a time coming , when theſe 
ſhall ceaſe , and our preſent troubles be 
ſwallowed up in infinite joys and pleaſures. 
What then remains ? but chat we be ſtrong in the 
Lord, and in the power of his might ; > ag we take 
unto our: ſelves the whole armour of Ged, and be 
thereby enabled to ſtand againſt the wiles of the 
Devil; praying always with all prayer and ſupplication 
m te for and watching thereunto with -ſeve- 
raxce.; that after all the conflicts and di culries 
of the preſent life, we may be able to withſtandin. 
the evil day , and having done all to ſtand. Now the 
God of all Grace , who hath called us unto his mba 
glory by Chriſt Jeſus, make you perfeth. ſtabliſh, 
then, ſettle you. To Him be Glory and Dominion for 
ever and ever. AMEN. 


FINIS. 
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